
VC Stammtisch
München, 28 June 2011

Christophe F. Maire 

CEO txtr | Angel Investor

@christophex / christophex@gmail.com



Background – Founder of Tech Ventures aimed at Global Markets 
(from Berlin)



Angel Investments (Realized Investments)

Early  draft for discussion 3

Company Description Year Role AV Exit

Navigation & maps for 

mobile devices
2002 Co-Founder Trade sale to Nokia

Social geo-location service

comparable to Foursquare
2006 Co-Founder Trade sale to Nokia

Student Social Network 2006 Seed investor
Trade sale to 

Holtzbrinck

Private shopping club 2007 Seed investor Trade sale to eBay



Company Description Co-Investors today

Online platform for sharing audio & 

music

(world market leader)

Doughty Hanson, Index Ventures, 

Union Square Ventures, A-Grade, 

Kleiner-Perkins

Platform for sharing strong opinions

& creating hitlists
Index Ventures, A-Grade, US Angels

Online marketplace for authentic 

experiences

Index Ventures, Sunstone, Ashton 

Kutscher

Leading mobile photo sharing 

application
Passion Capital, Wellington (UK)

Platform for social reading
Passion Capital, Index Ventures, 

Wellington

Attracting Global Venture Capital to Berlin

4



 New Generation -- Think Big & Global 

 The next 10 years: Re-Imagination

 What makes an Ecosystem



“Every Individual Is Now An Entrepreneur.”
Reid Hoffman, Founder LinkedIn

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.saleshq.com/nfs/saleshq/attachment_images/0000/1648/young_entrepreneur.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.saleshq.com/member/NCF&usg=__AMcZlJVxDB7P5VOJWqlsa4YraGo=&h=639&w=507&sz=23&hl=en&start=9&um=1&tbnid=hPi4NBDpMicfAM:&tbnh=137&tbnw=109&prev=/images?q=entrepreneur&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7GFRC&um=1


Avtive globally from Day 1 (from a Berlin base)

Early  draft for discussion

Silicon Valley

London

Israel

► “YouTube for  Audio”

► A true platform, 3m users , 20 

monthly

► Attracted investment from Union 

Square Ventures  & Index Ventures

Bengaluru

China

► “Global eBook stores”

► Serves 10m ereaders by  Dec 2011

► Service Active in 21 countries today

► “Mobile photo sharing”

► Topical Graph

► Aiming for global footprint



SoundCloud’s global reach ambitions from Berlin
Winning through product &  platform model



eBook’s “Oprah moment” – Oct 08



EYE’EM – Mobile Photosharing
ONE PHOTO SAYS SO MUCH MORE THAN A TWEET OR A CHECKIN

Photo sharing becomes a new communication standard on the web.

It’s fast, simple & emotional!

Checkin at

„Cookies Cream“
„Having 

dinner with 

Flo & Gen“



 New Generation -- Thinking Big & Global 

 The next 10 years: Re-Imagination

 What makes an Ecosystem
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Soo, is Germany missing out on Internet Revolution ?
-- Despite great talent pool and insfrastructure

 How many German company in Top 100 ?

 VC investment ratio to US/Is - 10 / 1

 Major VC support programs in UK / F

 Lack of public discussion

 About strategic relevance of new technologies

 Still a large investment gap (good for VCs)

Yes, it is bad.



Berlin Ecosystem can become Europes‘s innovation hub 
Competes with London – a few elements in place, but still early

 Socially open city – globally minded

 No „opportunity costs“ for talent

 Open network between firms

 Role Models

 Still a large investment gap (good for VCs)

„Berlin IS a Startup“



Company Description Co-Investors today

Design Selling Online A round

Headr Facebook to Mobile 

Chat (similar to Airtime)
Seed

Personal Magazines Seed

VIEWS Mobile shopping 2.0 Seed

Mornin’ Glory Online subscriptions / Brand Seed

Neue Interesting Ventures in Seed stage

30



Many Thanks

Christophe F. Maire

CEO txtr

Twitter: @christophex

Mail: christophex@gmail.com


